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world savage mothers, having learnt by experience that
babies ought to be rocked to sleep, put on their thinking-
caps and devised a simple rocking-machine. But not only
do most savage babies get on very well without being rocked,
but our doctors have decided that rocking is definitely harm-
ful to babies. The cradle., it would seem, is nothing but a
miniature boat, and the custom of rocking babies is probably
derived from an ancient custom of putting new-born princes
into boats. We do not know the origin of this custom, but
its existence is attested by the story of Moses in the bul-
rushes, a myth which in various forms ranges from Italy
via India to Japan.
Then let us take iron-working. Over a great part of
Africa iron is worked in a very primitive manner. I have
seen it worked by completely naked negroes. Having
crushed lumps of iron ore to a coarse powder by hammering
them with stones, they throw handfuls of this powder on to
a charcoal fire made in a hole in the ground, and smelt it
with bellows consisting of earthenware pipes with skins tied
over the ends. The lumps of impure metal thus obtained
are heated in an open fire, and hammered out with round
stones, with the aid of bamboo tongs. By this means quite
serviceable hoes and spears are made.
If any one supposes, in spite of all the evidence to the
contrary (Forde, Habitat, Economy and Society, p. 388),
that the negroes invented this process for themselves, will
he explain why a similar invention was not made in Bronze
Age Britain? The Britons of that age were far more civilized
than the negroes. They could build Stonehenge, whereas
the negroes cannot build in stone at all. The Britons had
at least as much need of iron as the negroes; at that time
about three-quarters of England were covered with hard-
wood forest, and were uninhabited because without iron
tools it was impossible to make headway against this forest
The iron ore was there; the knowledge of bronze-working

